
The area’s ranking for job growTh (8.9% for 2000–2005)
—the federal reserve bank of chicago (2005)number 1
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Source: Woods & Poole Economics. *Metropolitan statistical area includes populations of 
Johnson and Washington counties.
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Home to the University of Iowa, the Iowa City area 

has become the epitome of progress, technological 

advancement and development while enhancing its 

character of supreme livability. The area’s eclectic 

charm, its pastoral surroundings and reputation as 

a mecca for the arts and culture, have made our 

communities a destination for those seeking creative 

exploration and expression. Our high quality of 

life is reflected in our jobs, our schools, our steady 

population growth, a reasonable cost of living and 

our friendly neighborhoods.
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  Iowa City, IA Chicago, IL Kansas City, MO Milwaukee, WS Minneapolis, MN Omaha, NE St. Louis, MO U.S.

 Unemployment Rate 2.70% 7.10% 6.20% 5.90% 3.50% 4.80% 8.50% 5.00%

 Recent Job Growth 4.04% -0.37% 0.24% -0.23% 1.49% 2.02% -0.13% 1.30%

 Future Job Growth 14.05% 0.50% 2.25% -4.39% 6.45% 13.10% -12.49% 9.06%

 Sales Taxes 6.00% 8.75% 7.35% 5.60% 7.00% 7.00% 7.62% 6.00%

 Income Taxes 7.92% 3.00% 7.00% 6.93% 8.00% 6.68% 7.00% 5.02%

 Median Rental Costs $564  $783  $661  $726  $654  $541  $601 

 Median Monthly Mortgage Costs  $1,132  $1,589  $1,141  $1,366  $1,166  $987  $1,019

 % Population in Workforce 73.40% 68.00% 71.00% 72.50% 73.10% 70.60% 67.10%
 

 
 Median Age 25.6 31.4 34.3 30.9 31.2 33.5 33.8 37.6

 % Population w/ H.S. Diploma  93.70% 84.50% 89.20% 92.00% 87.30% 87.30% 88.00%

 % Population w/ B.A. or higher  47.60% 33.10% 30.80% 34.10% 39.10% 30.60% 35.40%
  

  
      

 Air Quality (100=best) 49 1 13 12 11 21 29 48

 Water Quality (100=best)  73 31 20 20 27 50 20 55

 Superfund (Brownfield) Sites (100=best) 99 10 30 40 20 40 10 71

 Physicians per 100,000  1088.1 331.8 266.1 320.5 368.2 449.4 552.9 169.7
 

        

 Mean Travel Time to Work (Minutes) 17.7 31.3 21.8 22.2 22.2 18.6 24

 2004 Crimes Reported to FBI 2,060 175,708 41,515 36,705 23,622 25,144 45,701

CompareIowa cIty, msa
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2 WorkingnUMBERS

IoWA CITy IS onE oF THE nATIon’S MoST lIvABlE CITIES — “MARkET GUIDE’S 2006 BETTER lIvInG InDEx”ONE
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IoWA CITy IS onE oF THE nATIon’S MoST lIvABlE CITIES — “MARkET GUIDE’S 2006 BETTER lIvInG InDEx”

Source: Sperling’s “Best Places”; IDED; US Census



1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003

Source: US Census / Iowa Trends, July 2005
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IoWa CITy WaS naMed The beST ToWn In The MIdWeST by outside MagazIne In 2007number 1
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Source: Marketek, Inc. downtown Market niche analysis: (2007); IWd
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1970 1980 1990 1995 1997 1998 1999

Source: Iowa Trends—US Department of Commerce
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 hS Graduate B.A. or Above

 1990 2000 2006 1990 2000 2006

United States 75.20% 80.40% 84.10% 20.30% 24.40% 27.00%

Iowa 80.10% 86.10% 88.90% 16.90% 21.20% 24.00%

Johnson County 90.60% 93.70% 95.40% 44.00% 47.60% 53.50%

Cedar County 79.30% 87.70% na 12.80% 16.30% na

Muscatine County 75.00% 80.30% na 13.00% 24.40% na

Washington County 76.90% 82.50% na 11.70% 16.40% na

 2007–08 2007–08 2007
 K–12  K–12 Minority Graduation
 Enrollment Enrollment Rate

Clear Creek Amana 1,439 8.82% 99.80%

College Community 4,212 10.25% 96.00%

Iowa City Community 11,718 30.49% 92.00%

Mid Prairie Community 1,492 5.00% 100.00%

Solon 1,242 3.46% 99.96%

West Branch 761 6.80% 96.40%

West liberty 1,187 52.60% 95.00%

eduCationof adult (25+) populatIon1990–2006

localgraduation rates

6 WorkingnUMBERS

THe IOwa CITy area Is One Of THe “50 besT plaCes TO lIve and play” and THe besT In THe sTaTe — Adventure MagazIne (2007)one of the best

Source: U.S. Census Bureau/American FactFinder



•	 Total	enrollment	at	the	University	of	Iowa	was	30,409 for the 
first semester of the 07–08 academic year; 9.3% of which were 
minority students.

•	 The	University	collected	$382.2 million in external funding for 
research, education, and service in Fy06 and has a budget of 
$2.285 billion for revenues and expenses for Fy07. 

•	 Iowa	City	Community	Schools	have	the	4th-highest college  
board scores and graduation rates in the nation.  
— expansion Management magazine.

•	 Kirkwood	Community	College	is	no. 28 (among 1,200 community 
colleges) in the nation in total number of degrees conferred.  
—  Community College Week.
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THe IOwa CITy area Is One Of THe “50 besT plaCes TO lIve and play” and THe besT In THe sTaTe — Adventure MagazIne (2007)



 Sales Average Sales Price

1-2 Bedroom 224 $121,117

3 Bedroom 967 $170,077

4+ Bedroom 725 $258,397

Condo 718 $131,270

 1980 1990 2000 2002 2003 2004

Total Taxable Retail Sales ($000,000) $312.66  $613.17  $1,202.34  $1,275.76  $1,307.59  $1,445.69

number of Firms 1,714 2,108 2448 2,441 2,311 2,353

Pull Factor* 0.85 1 1.15 1.16 1.17 1.27

*A pull factor greater than 1.0 reflects local sales greater than the state per capita sales.

    Average 
 Passengers  Passengers total Passengers
 Enplaned Deplaned Passengers Per Day

Eastern Iowa
Airport 510,714              513,158            1,023,872                 2,805 

quad Cities
Airport 456,802              454,720            911,448                 2,497

Iowa cIty areahousing statistiCs2006
L
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t
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S
johnson cou ntytotal retail sales

eastern Iowa/quad cItIesairport statistiCs2006

U.S.

Iowa

THE nUMBER oF RIDERS, AnnUAlly vIA THE IoWA CITy, CoRAlvIllE, AnD CAMBUS TRAnSIT SySTEMS5,630,000+

$264 MIllIOn
the amount of tourIsm expendItures In johnson 

county In 2006, rankIng It no. 4 In Iowa— 
the travel Industry assocIatIon of amerIca
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Pull Factor* 0.85 1 1.15 1.16 1.17 1.27
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johnson cou ntytotal retail sales
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Source: Iowa Workforce Development
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Source: U.S. Census



 Local* U.S.

Education 5.9 % 6.2 %

Health Care/Social Services  13.1 % 6.3 % 

Wholesale & Retail Trade  12.6 % 10.7 % 

Manufacturing  11.8 % 7.9 %

Professional Services 10.8 % **9.5 %

Transportation, Communication & Utilities  7.6 %  7.4 %

Finance, Insurance, Real Estate  6.7 %  4.2 %

Entertainment, Recreation, Personal Services 6.7 % .3 %

Construction 5.7 % 4.9 %

Public Administration, Government  4.9 %  4.9 % 

Agriculture 3.7 %  .3 %

Sources: 2005 Iowa City laborshed and U.S. Bureau of the Census, 2000 Decennial Census Prepared by: 
State library of Iowa, State Data Center Program
*2005 Iowa City laborshed report 
** Combines categories of management, computer & mathematical, life, physical and social sciences 
and legal
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Iowa cIty area Is no. 1 In long-term job growth  
(10.4% for 00–06) and no. 5 In short-term job growth 
(4.2% for 03–06) — Iowa workforce development

THE AMoUnT oF lICEnSE REvEnUE EARnED By THE UnIvERSITy oF IoWA RESEARCH FoUnDATIon In Fy06 (IT AlSo FIlED 178 PATEnT APPlICATIonS In Fy06).$15 MILLION 
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iowa city areamanufacturing employers

 Location # of Employees

Rockwell Collins Coralville     820 

IAC (International Automotive Components, 
 formerly Lear Corporation) Iowa City     750 

Procter & Gamble Iowa City   664 

Oral B Iowa City    485 

Centro North Liberty   376 

Integrated DNA Technologies Coralville  365 

Moore Wallace, an R. R. Donnelley & Sons Company Iowa City   233  

Alpla Iowa City   230 

Loparex, Inc. Iowa City     218 

L. L. Pelling North Liberty     178 

CIVCO Medical Instruments Kalona  178 

Economy Advertising/Tru-Art Color Graphics Iowa City 141 

City Carton Iowa City    140 

Roberts Dairy Iowa City     128

number 1
iowa city area is No. 1 iN loNg-term job growth  
(10.4% for 00–06) aNd No. 5 iN short-term job growth 
(4.2% for 03–06) — iowa workforce developmeNt

ThE AMOuNT Of LICENSE REVENuE EARNED By ThE uNIVERSITy Of IOWA RESEARCh fOuNDATION IN fy06 (IT ALSO fILED 178 PATENT APPLICATIONS IN fy06).

11WorkingNuMBERS



university of Iowa Iowa City   20,500 

university of Iowa hospital and Clinics Iowa City   7,736 

Iowa City Community School District Iowa City  1,700 

ACT, Inc. (educational services) Iowa City  1,646 

Mercy Iowa City (healthcare) Iowa City   1,383 

Veterans Affairs Medical Center Iowa City  1,351 

hy-Vee (grocery) Iowa City/Coralville 1,166 

Pearson Educational Measurement Iowa City   982 

Riverside Casino & Golf Resort Riverside  815 

City of Iowa City Iowa City  628 

Vangent (formerly Pearson Government Services) Coralville 539

Johnson County Iowa City  500 

hills Bank & Trust Company Johnson County   355 

GEICO Direct Coralville  345 

hawkeye food Service Coralville   260 

Mercer Administration Iowa City  250 

Clear Creek-Amana Community School District Oxford    240 

heartland Express North Liberty   232 

Scheels Coralville   200 

iowa city areanon manufacturing

12 WorkingNuMBERS

number 3 & number 5
the iowa city area is the No. 3 best place iN the NatioN 

to retire accordiNg to Money magaziNe aNd the No. 
5 “best smaller metro” area — Forbes magaziNe & 

bertlaNd sperliNg 2007 aNNual raNkiNgs
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Menard’s Iowa City    185 

Sheraton Iowa City hotel/hotelVetro Iowa City  180 

Target Coralville   175 

J M Swank North Liberty   170 

McComas-Lacina Construction Iowa City  170 

Iowa State Bank & Trust Company Johnson County 168

City of North Liberty North Liberty  166 

Oaknoll Retirement Residence Iowa City 155 

united States Postal Service Johnson County   150 

university of Iowa Community Credit union Johnson County 143 

Sears Coralville   140 

City of Coralville Coralville  138 

Goodwill Industries Iowa City/Coralville  137 

West Branch Community School District West Branch   125 

Dillards Coralville  120 

Grant Wood Area Education Agency Coralville  112

Iowa City Press-Citizen Iowa City   105 

West Music Coralville   100 



325 East Washington Street

Iowa City, IA 52240-3959

319.354.3939

www.iowacityareadevelopment.com

Areas served:

Coralville Iowa City

north liberty Solon

Tiffin Johnson County

Amana Colonies (Iowa County) kalona (Washington County)

West Branch (Cedar County) West liberty (Muscatine County)
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